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1. The atomic warfare manuals were received at the 287Tth R1f1e25x1V
: Regiment in November 1953; Their arrival was followed by an urgent

order of the commanding general of the 95th Rifle Division for all
officers of the regiment to familiarize themeelves with the contents
of the manuals so that they would be able to train their subordinate
EM during the winter training period, 1853-54, P

2, Officers were urged to study available atomic warfare manuals in the
Regimental Secret Documents Section 25X1"

~_|aB In The case of all other secret and top secret manuals, the
Secret Doocuments Section kept & record of which officers had studled {
the atomic warfare manuals and how much time they had spent studying.
\ 'at one of the regimentel 25X1
oITicers' roll calls at headquarters, tThe Regimental Chief of S8taff,
Major SKIBITSKIY, rebuked some offlcers. who had devoted very little
or no time to the study of the atomic warfare manuals. !

3. lecture, held at the beglnning of December 1953, 25X1
ch wag glven to regimental officers on atomic warfare and atomic

energy by the Regimental Medical Officer, Major PAL'CHIKOV. 25X1,

]
v

In this
ecture Major PAL'CHIKOV gave definition of an atom and
components. He talked about electrons and protons. 25X1

ntion ngle om8 and complex atoms {prostyye 1 slozhnyye).
the single one, given ag an example by him, was the
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hydrogen atom which had one poslitive proton as a nucleus and two
negative electrons on 1ts outer shell. He drew a sketch of the
hydrogen atom on a blackboard in the following way:

25X1

‘Shortly after the lecture offlcers’ training was initiated. It

consisted of group study which was organized within battalions.

This was organized by the CO of the battalion who usually read cer-

tain chapters of top secret atomic warfare manuals to his subordinate

officers. during December there were three or four 25X1
roup study sessions, each of which lasted three to four hours.,

the intention was to discuss the material with 25X1

officers and to check to what extent they understood and had memorlzed

the material presented. The organization of these group studles was

poor, however, &and everybody considered them as being a routine matter,

simply an order with which they had to comply but nothing more. The

group study usually began with the battalion CO reading some material

from a manual and then requesting one of the company commanding

officers to take over and continue the study. The battallon commanding

officer then left the group. As soom as he left the officer in

charge started to make cracks about atomic warfare and atomlc weapons

and this was usually followed by conversation on unrelated subjects.

the intention was to request all officers to submit

written compilations on atomic warfare material presented in the group25x1
studies. This was supposed to be in the form of a wrltten examinatlon;
however, this was never done.
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end of December an examination commission was sent from the group

headquarters to the 95th Quards Rifle Division. |  bhe re- ,oy.

sults of the examinations conducted were considered to be very poor.
Several times in January some examining officers were sent from the

divisional headquarters to my regiment. These officers spent most .
of their time in the regimental headquarters. —5Fioe 25X1
cers

__|were not requlred to devote any s8p ount of time
to the study of the atomic warfare manuals but the importance of the
study was stressed continually.

In January 1954, lectures on atomic warfare were initiated for the
EM of my regiment. These lectures were organized within platoons;

the platoon leaders read chapters in the Soldiers' and Sergeants'
“Btomic Defense Handbook and explained the contents to the EH. Some-

mes the ole company would attend such & lecture given by a pla-

"toon leader. :Sometimes the platoon leader in charge would give the

handbook to an NCO to replace him as lecturer. The latter procedure,
of ocourse, was against regulations; but since interest was very low
and supervision over lectures given to EM was insufficient if any,
this happened on several occasions, These lectures to EM were given
in two-hour periods twice weekly, 1.e. four hours weekly, amounting
to a total of 16 hours through Januery 1954; at the end of that time
the material was supposed to have been sufficiently covered. Indi-
vidual soldiers were not required to study the Soldiers' &and Sergeants'
Atomic Defense Handbook; they were not authorized to get 1t from the
oompany strong pox upon & signed receipt. This meant that a soldier
wag not able to have this handbook in his hands unless the NCO, who
had taken it upon receipt, gave'lt to the soldier for a few minutes in
order to read a paragraph or to clarify some misunderstanding during
the study hour. During the same period as the lectures to the EM,
company commending officers were supposed to give lectures on the
Soldiers' and Sergeants' Atomic Defense Handbook to company NCO's.

Two or three lectures ol Gwo hours each were scheduled weekly. Some
were not given, and NCO's attended the soldiers' lectures instead.

The NCO's lectures, as well as those for the soldiers, were poorly
organized; the lecturers dild not know the material sufficiently

and did not show any interest. Examinations given by the lecturers
showed that the EM had even less interest than their lecturers and
all it amounted to was compliance with an order by superiors. Fur-
thermore, there were many soldlers belonging to various national
minorities in mX regiment. (At one period my platoon, which had an
actual T/0 of 14 soldiers, was composed of men of six different
nationalities,) These people could hardly understand what the lectures
were all about. Results, therefore, were very poor.

During January 1954, there was aleo scheduled practical training
for EM on atomic warfare deactivization and medical treatment. How-
ever the regimental barracks were overcrowded and there were not
enough classrooms available., Outside it was too cold and so this
training was never carried through. Instead, deactivization and
medical treatment were explained and demonstrated during the lectures
held on the 3oldiers' and Sergeants' Atomic Defense Handbook. :

In January 1954, when the EM's training started, the training plan
chart posted in regimental unlts’ barracks, contained, among other
subjects, "Atomic Warfare Defense", However, the chart never speci-
fied what kind of training was to be carried out, but. had, instead,
only notations of the following type: "Training #1; Tralning #3; etc."
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In the Regilmental Secret D ection there was in addition to
the atomic warfare manuals , a secret pamphlet entitled, 25X1
Atomic Defense Training Program (Programma: zashchita ot atommogo
oru , published by the ense Ministry 1n MoBCOW. This .o .-
pamphlet gave exact contents of each training program; for instance:

Training #1

Deseription of Atomlc Weapone,

Deactivizatioh and Medical Treatment,

25X1

Training #(?)
Training #(?)

Protective Measures at Deactivation,

Crossing of Contaminated Areas,

In December 1953 or January 1954, an order was issued at my regiment
stating that every company in the regiment had to organize, for the
winter period, a section of chemical defense (otdeleniye khimicheskoy
zashehity), composed of one sergeant and four privates, For one

week these people were relieved of all duties and training within

their companies and were dispatched every morning to the regimental
chemical warfare officer for chemical warfare and atomic warfare

defense training in decontamination of weapons, equipment, clothing, os5x¢

i 11 as medical treatment, ]
these people returned to thelr com-
paény Darracks onily and resumed their special training
_the next morning, \

- ‘no specialized officers for atomic warfare had
“been assigned to combat units or staffs of the Soviet Army| 25X1

st this early stage the chemical
warfare officers in troop units and staffs were being used to ocarry

out the atomic warfare defense program. Since they were not qualified
in atomic warfare and since the manuals stated that these tasks

were to be given to specilally trained personnel, it would be reasonable
to assume that &s soon as trained personnel were avallable they would
be dispatched to the troop units and relieve the chemical warfare
officers who were the best avallable to do the Job.

In February 1954 the platoon level practical training with EM on
atomic defense manuals started. Soldlers were instructed in deacti-
vating personal weapons and equipment, and personal medical treatment
(RC-2169). Three or four instructions for two hours each were glven
on this subject. . Atomic warfare tactics were combined and taught
with infantry tactics and fortification. Regarding atomlc warfare
defense tactics, special stress was placed on meking the soldlers
realize thet fast, efficient, and deep entrenching is the best pro-
teoction against atomic warfare casualties. However, due to the very
cold weather in February 1954, deeply frozen (more than one meter
deep) ground, and shortage of other than the small sized personal
entrenching tools[vrenungjnot even succeed in preparing a sample of oy
an atomic warfare .~ All the soldiers could do was to dig

10 - 15 cm. deep in three hours. Emphasis was also placed on the
use of chemical warfare protective clothing and the gas masks which
were mentioned as fairly good protection against combat radloactive
means and radioactive rays. The faster the clothing and gas mask
were donned, the faster soldiers could take cover or Just by lying on
the ground face down, the more protection they could expect to have
against effects of atomic warfare.
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12, The problem usually stated that the enemy was expected to use atomic ..
weaponis (davalas' vvodnaya chto protivnik veroyatno gotovitsya o
primenit' atomnoye oruzhiye). When this notice was glven, soldiers
had to don chemical warfare protective clothing and gas masks and
continue the problem. Results were considered satisfactory when

25X1

the entire chemical warfarée iprotective equipment-(gas masks, stockings,

cape, gloves) was donned in two minutes. After a certain time the
officer conducting the training would give the command "atomlc
explosion”" ("atomnyy vzryv"). Upon thils command soldiers had to
take cover without delay, if possible in the immediate vieinity (no
further away than two or three steps), if no cover was available they
simply lay face down on the ground. When the danger was presumably
over the officer would give the command "all clear" (Motboy") and
order the men to perform limited deactivation of weapons and equip-
ment and personal medical treatment. However, since soldlers did
fiot have any material with which to deactivate (soldiers of my regl-
ment were not even issued the chemical warfare protective kits) and
there was no water available, nothing was done on receipt of this
order, This means that the soldiers just got up, left cover, and
upon the given command continued to carry on the original problenm

which was usually s march to the enemy and attack, Actuslly, aceord-.

ing to the provisions of the mé&nual, after the command "all clear",
the officer in charge had to take his unit away from the contaminated
area, perform limited deactivation and medical treatment, and then
elther continue the original problem or start & new one, according to
the taoctical situstion, This and similar training partly on pla-
toon, and partly on company level, was conducted for aboub three
weeks in Pebruary 1954, approximately three to four hours weekly.

13, On or about 18 February 1954 there was a battalion training orgenized
in my regiment. The entire 2nd Battalion participated in 1t. On
the day of training the battallion was alerted at 0430 hours and went
to formation with full combat equipment except for live ammunition.
Deputy Regimental Commanding Officer, Colonel BASHKIR, wae in charge
of the exercise., The problem called for a forced march toward the
enemy in the direction of Relchenau (coordinates not available).

The enemy was supposedly deploying his troops about 35 lm. from Urfahr

with the obvious aim of attacking our forces, After the problem was
given, the battalion was loaded on trucks and proceeded toward the

enemy. Several trucks at the head of the column soon got stuck in
the snow and the bhattallion continued on foot. two or three os5x1

milee and then the notice was glven by Colonel at the enemy
wag preparing to use atomlc weapons. The battallon discontinued the
march and soldiers were given a command to don gas masks and chemical
warfare protective clothing. It took epproximately three minutes to
do so after which the battalion continued the march. barched for
two more miles and then the command "atomic explosion" was gilven.
Soldiers took cover or threw themselves on the ground, After five
minutes the command "all clear" was given, followed by the ordér to
perform the limited deactivation and medical treatment. Here again,
no material for this purpose was available and therefore nothing was
done on recelpt of this order. Eventually the command to take off
chemical warfare protective equipment was given and the march was
continued., | two or three more miles, took attacking
position, attacked the imaglinary enemy (repreasented by one platoon
of the Tth Company of our regiment) and defeated them. The same da

e pbatta e e barrac

25X1

25X1

25X1

[Results achieved in Thls exercise were poor because no
deactivation means were avallable and the exercise was not taken
seriously by the participants. Similar exerclses on company or
battalion level were carried on on several Sundays at the end of
January and through February 1954. Usually one company or battalion
received & problem conesisting of approximately 15 km. forced march

on foot with the final phase, deployment.against an attacking or
defending enemy under atomic warfare conditions. Usually the exercise
gas condugted in the direction of Galnoekirchen (?), about 15 .km,

rom Auhof,
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14. On of about 9-February 1954 there was a divisional (95th Rifle
Division) exercise. At one of the regimental officers' roll ealls
held prior to this exerclse, we were informed by our regimental CO
that a special commisslon had been sent from the General Staff of
the Armed Forces in Moscow to Austria in order to ascertain the re-
sults of atomic warfare training at the Central Group of Soviet )
Forcés in Austria. The head of this cormmission was allegedly Marshal
of the Soviet Union GOVOROV. It was mentioned that in the fall of
1953 a large-scale atomic warfare maneuver was held in the Carpathian
Military District, USSR, supervised by the same or & similar commission,
and now the time had come to check on the atomlc warfare preparedness
of the Soviet troops. in Austria. The Regimental CO, Colonel
GHERNYSHEVICH, informed us that Marshal GOVOROV was expected to ;
inspect our regiment 1in the immediate future, and gave us instructions
in preparation for recelving this high-ranking visltor., However,
Marshal GOVOROV never appeared to inspect my regiment. A general
staff commission from Moscow came to inspect the 95th BLiLQADing;gn‘

| An atomic warfare exercise was organlzed 25X1
on this oceasion, around 9 Pebruary 1954, in the Allenstelg 48-41, )
B 15-1§7 area which was a large training area and artillery range for !
the Central Group of Forces. The 284th Rifle Reglment, one T & 8P
regiment, two artillery regiments and the 3rd Battallon of the 28T7th

Rifle Regiment, all belonging to the 95th Rifle Division, particlpated.

‘I do not know the designation of the T & SP or the two artillery

regiments of the 95th Rifle Divislon, The problem for the 3rd Battallom,
28Tth Regiment, which was supposed %o represent the enemy, called for
transportation under atomlc warfare oconditions to the Allenstelg

region and then defense against the attacking enemy which was using

atomic weapons.,

25X1
the exereisengggggféturned out to be a completve
failure. The troops reached the area after a delay of as much as 10
hours (especially the 28l4th Rifle Regiment, the main unit partici-
pating in the exercise) and with much of its mechanized equipment left
behind or lost on the way because of the frost and heavy snow, After
a long delay, the attacking column of the 284th Rifle Regiment,
rilding on trucks, approached the entrenched 3rd Battalion of the
287th Regiment and was met with the deadly fire of the defenders.
- Except for those on the first truck, the soldiers of the attacking
colunn did not even bother to get off the trucks. The entire exer-
clse actually amounted to. the action of about 20 goldiers on the .
attackers' side who got off the first truck and went toward the enemy
(3rd Battalion) shouting "Hurrah”. The 3rd Battallon of the 287th
Regiment also began shouting "Hurrah", following which the exercise
was discontinued. The supply situation during the exerclise was com-
+pletely disorganized, the fleld kitchens were lost on the way, and
he soldlers were left for 36 hours with practically no food. No
iron ration (NZ) which could be used in such an emergency w e
__to troons during maneuver Ve . e ercise 25X1
‘ there was another officers' rollcedll
the regimental headquarters durilng which the regimental CO informed
that the atomic warfare exercise held on 9 February 1954 at the
95th Rifle Division had been performed in a very poor way and that
the division had received an unsatisfactory rating from the inspec-
ting commission from Moscow. No subsequent atomic warfare exerclses
were planned for the time being on the divisional level and were 25X1
informed that ‘the atomic warfare exerclses 25X1
would be carried out on a lower level within the 287¢h Rifle Reglment.,
Therefore the 2nd Battalion had the exercise conducted on 18 Pebruary
1954 described above (paragraph 13). After the failure of the 95th
Division atomlic warfare exercise there was nc more talk of Marshal
GOVOROV visiting the 287th Regiment.
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15. At the same time preparations were carried on for the 287th Regi-
ment atomic warfare exercise which was scheduled to be held on 8
March 1954 in Allensteig area. Soldiers were issued replaceménts for
‘missing equipment, blank ammunition, canteen-caps, spoons, etc., and
‘8 great deal of time was spent in company and Komsomol organizational
meetings; the main topic under consideration was that the coming
eéxercise was a challenge to the 287th Rifle Regiment, and the regi-
méntal Party and Komsomol organizations. The training for this

t include anything new, however, and the regiment,

was not prepared for the exercise 25X1
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